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Abstract

Like many other Iraqi cities, Al-Amara faces intertwined challenges and opportunities in the context of urbanization
and the pursuit of an improved quality of life. This study examines the policies implemented in the city alongside the
lived realities of its residents, focusing on urban, economic, and social dimensions.

The urban sector has experienced rapid growth driven by population increase and migration to metropolitan areas.
This expansion necessitates effective urban planning to manage spatial growth, address the needs of residents, and
maintain a balance between development and the preservation of environmental and natural resources.

Enhancing quality of life in Al-Amara City requires creating a healthy and safe living environment, meeting basic
needs, generating employment opportunities, and fostering economic development. This involves improving
infrastructure, such as road networks, water supply, sanitation, energy, and communications; ensuring access to high-
quality healthcare, education, and recreational services; and promoting public safety. It also entails attracting
investment, encouraging environmental protection, and involving the community in planning and decision-making
processes.

However, Al-Amara City continues to face significant challenges, including unplanned urban sprawl, shortages of
water, electricity, and other essential resources, high youth unemployment, widespread poverty in some districts,
environmental pollution affecting air, water, and soil, as well as traffic congestion all of which hinder the city’s efforts
to achieve sustainable urban development and improved living standards.
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